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City of Seattle
Mayor Edward B. Murray

January 9, 2015

King County Executive Dow Constantine
King County Chinook Building

401 5th Ave, Suite 800

Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Executive Constantine:

[ write regarding my serious concerns with King County’s proposed plans to reduce the inmate
population at the King County Jail by instituting a “book-and-release” policy for felony drug and
property offenses. The proposed plan will mean that suspects arrested for many serious crimes
from around King County will be brought to the King County Jail, booked at the jail, and then
released on to the streets of downtown Seattle within several hours of arrest. This proposed plan
presents an unacceptable public safety risk to the residents of Seattle and will undermine our
mutual efforts to reduce drug and property crimes. This proposal also has serious potential
policing and budget implications for the City of Seattle.

On January 8, 2015, all King County chiefs of police received a memo from your office stating
that, in order to achieve significant budget cuts at the jail, the County would seek to reduce the
inmate population by rapidly booking and releasing non-violent felony inmates. The felony
offenses under the book-and-release plan will include: auto theft, hit and run (with injury),
malicious mischief, reckless endangerment, stolen property, theft, vehicle prowl and drug
possession.

According to King County Jail data, there are an average of 413 pre-sentence drug and property
crime felony suspects held in the King County Jail at any one time. The average length of pre-
sentence incarceration ranges from three weeks for suspects arrested for drug offenses to over
one month for burglary and theft suspects. At present, judges individually assess each suspect
booked at the King County Jail on felony charges and then decide among four principal options
for what to do with the suspect pending trial: hold the suspect at the King County Jail based on
the likelihood that they will reoffend or fail to appear for trial; release the suspect on bail; release
the suspect under the supervision of the Community Center for Alternative Programs (CCAP); or
release the suspect on personal recognizance without bail. The proposed County plan would
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eliminate that individualized judicial assessment in favor of a presumption of release for the
above-named offenses.

A book-and-release policy for serious property crime and drug felonies may also undermine the
hard work of police officers. Rapidly releasing suspects arrested for serious drug and property
offenses sends a signal to both officers and the public that the criminal justice system does not
take these crimes seriously. In some cases, officers may have to spend more time filling out
paperwork than a suspect will spend in jail after arrest.

Washington State has the highest per capita property crime rate in the country and King County
is at the center of that crime wave. Much of that property crime is driven by drug addiction.
Seattle is taking significant steps to combat these crimes, including support for alternative,
community-based programs like Community Court, Drug Court, and Law Enforcement Assisted
Diversion. But these efforts must be complemented by a robust enforcement system.

The City of Seattle is committed to working with King County and regional municipalities to
address the budget challenges faced at the Jail. We believe there are many smart alternatives to
this proposal, such as reducing the length of time between arraignment and trial.

If the County insists on proceeding with the proposed book-and-release plan, we ask that, at a
minimum, the County mitigate the public safety impacts of its proposal on the City of Seattle by
using remote booking or mandatory return transportation for suspects brought from jurisdictions
outside of Seattle.

Sincerely,

N

Mayor E
City of Seattle
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