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July 14, 2014 
 
 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, D.C.   20554 
 
Dear Chairman Wheeler and Commissioners Clyburn, Pai, O’Reilly and Rosenworcel: 
 
As the Mayor of Seattle, I have made working for a safe, affordable, vibrant, innovative and connected 
city the focus of my Administration.  A free and open Internet is a critical element of implementing this 
vision.  I call on you to preserve non-discriminatory access to the Internet for all users. 
 
The Internet is one of history’s greatest innovations and an unparalleled platform for economic growth, 
social development and free expression.  The extraordinary Internet applications and services that are 
transforming commerce and industry and allowing local governments to provide residents more 
innovative and cost effective services have all been developed in a world without discrimination.  The 
introduction of practices such as paid prioritization and content blocking must be prevented because they 
are a threat to the Internet’s future growth and potential.  They will have a chilling effect on innovation, 
hurt the economy of our cities and degrade the quality of our civil discourse. 
 
Non-discriminatory access is particularly important to Seattle.  Seattle is a world center for the software 
development industry and Internet commerce.  It is home to technology giants like Microsoft and 
Amazon and many smaller technology companies and entrepreneurs that understand how to exploit 
Internet connectivity to create new business models.  Together they have transformed our local economy 
and attracted a critical mass of intellectual capital to Seattle.  In addition, Seattle has a vibrant start up 
community that needs non-discriminatory access to the Internet in order to grow and thrive.  The mere 
threat that a new service could be thwarted by the network owner will inhibit innovation, decrease 
research and development, and hurt Seattle’s economy. 
 
History shows us that the Internet as we know it would not exist without nondiscriminatory access.  In 
the early days of ARPANET, the precursor to the Internet, developers were able to use the underlying 
connectivity of the telephone networks to send data packets among connected computers.  The Internet 
thrived because anyone could use the network to communicate, collaborate and create applications, 
without any unnecessary interference from network owners that occupy scarce and valuable rights of 
way that are funded by the taxpayers.  In the words of Sir Tim Berners-Lee, inventor of the world wide 
web, “When I invented the Web, I didn’t have to ask anyone’s permission.” 
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I call upon the Commission to take all necessary steps to ensure that our companies and our 
residents can continue to rely on a free and open Internet that gives all our businesses and 
residents a level playing field to communicate, collaborate and innovate. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Edward B. Murray 
Mayor 


